SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 30th November 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs M Pettitt, (Chairman), N Aldis, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and G White

Together with one member of the press.

1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Bartlett and Jones.


2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F34/09)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Blaine for Planning ApplicationCB/09/06414/FULL, as he is a Governor of Laburnum School and a Central Bedfordshire Councillor.
(b) Personal interests
Cllr Aldis for Planning Application CB/09/06414/FULL, as he is a Central Bedfordshire Councillor.
Planning Application TPO/09/00130, as he is a friend of the applicant.

Item 10, SEG items as Vice Chairman of the Committee.

Cllr Gale - Item 10, Cricket Club Grant as a Life Member of the Club.

Cllr Osborne - Item 9, Fire Service Request, as an employee of the Service.

Item 10, Churchyard as a Member of the Church Council.
Item 12, Premises Minutes as Chairman of Sandy Football Club
Cllr Pettitt, Planning Application TPO/09/00130, as he is a friend of the applicant.

Item 10, Cricket Club Grant as a Vice-President of the Club.
Cllr Scott - Item 12, Premises Minutes as President of Sandy Football Club

Cllr Sutton - Item 10, SEG items as Chairman of the Committee.

3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (F35/09)

Having previously declared a Prejudicial Interest Cllr Blaine left the Chamber on consideration of application CB/09/06414/FULL.

The Clerk summarised a letter of objection which had been received with regard to application CB/09/06564/FULL. Cllr Aldis reported that he had asked for this application to be considered by the Development Committee of Central Bedfordshire Council.

(See list attached)
4. Minutes








(F36/09)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 19th October 2009 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 26th October 2009, were signed.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
 (F37/09)

(a) Capital Account

Playing Fields

Vertidraining of Sunderland Road and
£1,950.00


Bedford Road Playing Fields

To be undertaken as soon as ground conditions are suitable. But, subject to further consideration following a demonstration of vertidraining equipment on 4th December.
Resolved: That the situation be noted.







Notice board in town centre


 £600.00

The Clerk reported that following delays due to staff illness the board would be installed before the end of the week.


Resolved: That the situation be noted and this item may now be deleted.

Bunker storage at Depot


 £10,000.00 
To be undertaken in conjunction with other works at the Stratford Road Depot.

Resolved: That the situation be noted.
Soil sifter





 £400.00
Not yet ordered.


Resolved: That the situation be noted.
(c) Special Revenue Items

Council Offices

Parish Plan





£1500.00
Ongoing item.




Resolved: That the situation be noted.
Sandy Enhancement Group

Special Project Grant



 £550.00
Ongoing item.

Resolved: That the situation be noted.
Grants
Annual Grant to Citizens Advice Bureau           £500.00
For disbursement in December 2009.


Resolved: That the situation be noted.
6. Request from Pinder’s Circus   (F38/09)

The letter from Mr Lea, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  The Chairman then reported on a conversation that he had had with Mr Lea.

Resolved: (a) That, in principle, the Town Council was willing to accommodate the circus from 11th to 13th May 2010 on the Sunderland Road Playing Field (Berwick Way end).
(b) That the circus be charged £50 per day and asked for a donation to the Mayor’s Charity.
(c) That the circus tickets be sold at The Tourist Information Centre for a commission to be agreed.

(d) That in view of the above the Chairman would contact Mr Lea to: 

(i) convey to him the outcome of the Committee’s deliberation.

(ii) to invite him to visit Sandy to meet with himself, the Mayor and Town Clerk to inspect the site and to discuss arrangements for the visit of the Circus in May.
7. Central Bedfordshire Community Engagement Strategy  (F39/09)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That Members be requested to respond individually to the questionnaire.

8. Breast Cancer Screening Unit

(F40/09)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
Resolved: (a) That the Clerk be requested to contact the Senior Registrar by telephone to report on the strength of feeling expressed by Members and to urge that serious consideration be given to scheduling a unit to Sandye Place School.

(b) That the Clerk be requested to write to the Screening Unit, the Chair of the Health Scrutiny Committee at Central Bedfordshire Council, the Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) and Alistair Burt MP, with regard to the absence of a screening clinic in Sandy next year and the difficulty travelling to Saxon Pool to the unit would pose for Sandy residents.
(c) That in addition an objection should be made to the proposed siting of the unit at Bedford North Wing hospital after 2010, which would have the effect of dissuading women from having the screening because of the difficulty of travelling there.
9. Request from the Fire Service

(F41/09)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved: That the Fire Service be given permission to use part of the town centre car park in order to demonstrate vehicle safety on Sunday 6th December 2010, in conjunction with the Christmas Lights Switch – on.
10. Annual Estimates 2010/2011

(F42/09)

The list of Special Items, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

Resolved: That the following items of expenditure be carried forward for consideration at the Town Council Estimates Meeting.

Priority 1 - Essential

Priority 2 - High Priority

Priority 3 - Desirable

Priority 4 - Low Priority

Priority 5 - Not recommended

Revenue account
Council Offices

Network Server

    £3000.00


Priority 2

Stratford Road
¾” water hose to fill bowser
    £300.00


Priority 3
Churchyard

Tree work


    £3000.00


Priority 2
Gate Pier repair

    £1500.00


Priority 2
Car Park

Hard surface to market container
  £700.00

Priority 2
Re-marking




  £600.00

Priority 3
SEG

Hanging basket and bracket

 £75.00 

Priority 4
Interest on Capital Account

Benches
3 x Replacement benches

  £1350.00

Priority 3
Bedford Road Recreation Ground

3 x self-closing gates


  £2,600.00

Priority 1
Capital Account

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Jenkins Pavilion Heating Controller
   £2050.00

Priority 2

Stratford Road
Mobile scaffolding tower

   £1200.00

Priority 1
SEG

Planter outside library


   £1,000.00
Priority 3
Cricket Club

Contribution to new roller

   £3000.00

Priority 3
11. Customer Care and Disability Policies

(F43/09)

The Draft Policies, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.  
Resolved to Recommend: That the revised Customer Care and Disability Polices be adopted by Town Council.
12. Premises Sub-committee


(F44/09)
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2009 were received and considered.

Resolved: (a) That all the minor repairs suggested be undertaken out of this year’s maintenance budget including boards on the toilet windows.

(b) That should any repair be outside the allocated budget it be referred to full Council.

(c) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the Football Club to follow up earlier discussions on the state of the Pavilion in Bedford Road Recreation Ground.
(d)  That a feasibility study on the installation of an emergency pull cord in the disabled toilet at Bedford Road Recreation Ground be submitted to Town Council.
13. Market Management Sub-committee

(F45/09)

The minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2009 were received and considered.

3. Sandy Market 

Resolved to Recommend: (a) That charges for weekly and monthly Market stalls remain the same for the financial year 2010/2011.

Resolved: That Cllrs are made aware that one charity stall is available free of charge on the Friday Market.
4. Christmas Eve Market

Resolved: (a) That a press release of the Christmas Eve market is sent to the Biggleswade Chronicle.

(b) That Ken Lynch is informed that a Market is taking place on Christmas Eve, for it to be mentioned in the Sandy Section of the Biggleswade Chronicle.

(c) That posters are printed to advertise the market and these are displayed in various places. 

5. Farmers Market

Resolved to Recommend: That charges for weekly and monthly Market stalls remain the same for the financial year 2010/2011.

6. Continental / International Market

Resolved: (a) That a Continental / International Market can take place in Sandy Car Park and the suggested dates are as follows first choice 19th – 20th June 2010 and second choice 1st – 2nd May 2010. 

(b) If the market is approved and goes ahead that is checked to see if a licence is required for the selling of French wine. 

(c) A budget of £300 is made available for costs relating to the Continental/International Market in Sandy.

(d) That an area of the car park is cordoned off for the market. 
7. Any other business
Resolved: That the top of the replacement container is painted to protect from rusting.
14. Press Release




(F46/09)

Resolved: That a press release be issued (to local newspapers and radio stations) with regard to the withdrawal of the Mobile Breast Screening Unit from Sandy and the intention to site it at the Saxon Pool, Biggleswade in 2010. 
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	24/10/09

84/09
	CB/09/06312/LDCE


	Existing Lawful Development Certificate: Change of use of land for parking and servicing areas ancillary to existing flower factory building (Class B2) at The Nursery, Great North Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours The Butterfly, Early Sunrise, Roseneath, Great North Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09
	

	24/10/09

85/09
	CB/09/06319/LDCE

The Nursery

Great North Road

Sandy

SG19 2AJ
	Existing Certificate of Lawfullness: Access road and parking area associated with main factory building (Class B2) at The Nursery, Great North Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours The Butterfly, Early Sunrise, Roseneath, Great North Road, Sandy notified.

	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09
	

	2/11/09

86/09


	TPO/09/00130

Mr J Buffenbegar

8a Bedford Road

Sandy

SG19 1EL


	TPO: Prune one cedar tree in garden at 8a Bedford Road, Sandy,Beds.

Near neighbours Sheridan House & 8b Bedford Road, Sandy, notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	5/11/09

87/09


	CB/09/06414/ FULL

Central Beds Council

Princeton Court

Pilgrim Centre

Brick Hill Drive

Bedford

MK41 7PZ
	Full application for external canopy at Laburnum Lower School, Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 46 South Road, 47 & 49 Queens Road, Sandy, notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09

1/12/09
	

	11/11/09

88/09


	CB/09/06386/  FULL

Mr R Allen

11 Partridge Piece

Sandy

SG19 2UP
	Full application for one and half storey side extension with dormer windows to front at 11 Partridge Piece, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9,15,29 Partridge Piece, Sandy notified.

	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09

1/12/09
	

	13/11/09

89/09


	CB/09/06529/ FULL

Mr & Mrs Sparrow

6 The Avenue

Sandy

SG9 1ER
	Full application for single storey front extension and alteration to window layout at 6 The Avenue, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3,4,5,8 The Avenue, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09

1/12/09
	

	16/11/09

90/09


	CB/09/06545/ ADV

AAH Plc

Sapphire Court

Walsgrave Triangle Industrial Estate

Coventry

Warwickshire

CV2 2TX
	Application for advertisement consent: 2 no. non illuminated folded aluminium fascia with fret cut text and logo and 1 no. non illuminated folded aluminium projection sign at 5 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5a,7,22 Market Square, Sandy notified.

	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09

1/12/09
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	16/11/09

91/09


	CB/09/06558/ FULL

Mr & Mrs Slevin

49 Laburnum Road

Sandy

SG19 1HY
	Full application for single storey front extension at 49 Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 47,51 Laburnum Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09

1/12/09
	

	16/11/09

92/09


	CB/09/06564/ FULL

Mr W Paterson

4 Owlswood

Sandy

SG19 2SL
	Full application for two storey side extension at 4 Owlswood, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2,6 Owlswood, 41 Woodpecker Way, 1 Crow Hill, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: Object

a) Detrimental to the street scene

b) Loss of amenity for near neighbours

c) Loss of parking

d) Overdevelopment of site 
	F&GP

30/11/09

1/12/09
	

	23/11/09

93/09


	CB/09/06430/ FULL

Mr & Mrs Fuller

8 Brickhill Road

Sandy

SG19 1JH
	Full application for single storey rear extension, front porch and loft conversion with dormer windows to front and rear at 8 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 7, 9 Brickhill Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09

1/12/09
	

	23/11/09

94/09


	CB/09/06585/ FULL

Mr R Evans

Warren Farm

Carthagena Road

Sutton

Sandy

SG19 2NQ
	Full application for change of use to mixed use of residential and bed and breakfast at Warren Farm, Sutton, Sandy, Beds.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

30/11/09

1/12/09
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10

